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Travel Tips
Tips
•
•
•
•
•
•

for While you Travel
Ensure every youth has a photo ID on them at all times.
Clearly label your luggage with your full name, Church name, and location.
Try rolling your clothes when packing; they are easier to find and won’t wrinkle as much.
Waiters and waitresses should be tipped minimum of 15%. You should have plenty of food money!
Be familiar with your surroundings and be aware of strangers.
Program your adult leaders’ cell phone numbers into your phone. Or better yet, make a phone wallpaper
graphic for your phone with their # on it in case you misplace it or in emergency situations.
• It is strongly encouraged to keep gaming devices and other extensive technology at HOME! You will not have the
time to play them during the day and you will need your sleep at night also you would not want them lost,
stolen, or broken.
• Prepaid credit/debit cards are a good way to carry money. Check out options offered by Lutheran Church
Extension Fund. However, these cards should be treated like cash and not all money should be carried in this
fashion.

Tips
•
•
•
•

for Hotels
Be sure that every adult in your group has a list of room numbers and who is in each room.
Tip the maid service ($3-4 each day, more if you are messy).
Bottled water in the rooms is NOT free.
Remember the hotel will be filled with non-Gathering guests. Please make sure you are on your best behavior.
Remember we have opportunity to show Christ as well as share Christ.

Tips for during the Gathering
• All medical forms also need to be on your body at all times—great to keep in front pocket of Gathering
backpack. A designated adult leader should also carry copies of each group member’s medical forms.
• Just because it is raining does not mean the Gathering activities stop, so be prepared for a change due to
weather. Carry an umbrella or a poncho in your backpack!
• All buildings in the convention center are air conditioned. Consider bringing a sweatshirt to wear inside.
• Houston is a very busy city, so please observe crosswalks. DO NOT cross the street randomly. Local police will
enforce this rule.
• You’ll be walking a lot and temperatures will be hot, so drink enough water. Make wise choices for meals—not
just a large soda and fries!
• Provided Gathering backpacks are encouraged when traveling to and from the convention center, stadium, and
other Gathering events. Non-Gathering backpacks are subject to search.
Helpful Items to Pack as a Group
• First aid kit with basic care items
• Sunscreen
• Hand sanitizer
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency debit cards/gift cards
Portable chargers
Large sign (poster board size) or another appropriate item to assist your group in locating your leader in the
crowd
Sharpies to label Gathering backpacks – Never put personal information like cell phone numbers or social media
information on the outside of the backpack or where easily viewed by strangers.
Box of safety pins, and a roll of duct or Gorilla tape for incidentals.
Extra ponchos and/or t-shirts for use in rainy situations!
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Thinking About Risk Management
Everything we do throughout our day has a little bit of risk to it. As an adult leader at the Gathering,
it’s important to think through the risks involved so that you can manage them and are prepared
before an event takes place.
Adult Leaders
It’s a good idea to surround yourself with other adult leaders that can make good decisions. Make
sure you have enough adults and that your Adult Leaders are able to communicate well and work
together. It is important to spend time as an adult leader team in advance. Talk through the
expectations of leaders. It may seem like a lot but talk through what you might do in case of an injury
or other emergency. Talking it through in advance helps everyone to contribute to providing the
safest possible environment. Finally, make sure you always have an adult who is getting enough
sleep. It might rotate, but when adults don’t get a lot of sleep, it makes it harder to make good
decisions.
We also can’t stress enough the importance of background checks for all adult volunteers and staff in
your church. LCMS has contracts with AAIM and Protect My Ministry. You can connect to them
through the LCMS.org webpage or use another reputable company that you can find to help you do
the background checks and even train volunteers.
Preparation
Be familiar with the risk management policies for your congregation. These are designed to help care
for the congregation, each other, and as a witness to the world. Follow these policies in all your
planning and if none are in place, have conversations with key leaders (parents, pastors, staff,
members, etc.) so that many voices are a part of the risk management conversation.
Likewise, be sure you know what your policy covers in your church’s insurance. Someone in your
congregational leadership may know or you can contact your agent directly. They are usually eager
to work with you to help understand your coverage and even help with the training of your
volunteers.
It is a good idea to be prepared with first aid kits and check them for supplies before you need to use
them. Restock used resources and make sure that items are replaced when past their usage date.
Having your forms organized and on hand will help minimize risk. Depending on where you are going,
some forms you might want to include are: “Permission for a Minor to Travel with You”, “Permission
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for Medical and Dental Treatment”, and “Permission for Dispensing Medication” and a “Video and
Media Release” if you are going to take pictures.
Both youth and adult leaders need to agree on and hold each other accountable to appropriate
behavior. If youth are struggling with boundaries or parts of your covenant designed to keep them
safe, don’t simply repeat the rules and punish. Bring youth into the conversations about what might
be too risky and why. This helps them to see how they can contribute to a safe and healthy trip for
everyone. You can also include these conversations in the meetings before events and trips to
establish your expectations with them.
If you have time and ability, you may want to look for Mental Health First Aid training or other
program like it for all people who work with children and youth. This is a one-day training available in
many areas to help adults that are working with teenagers be able to recognize signs of potential
mental health issues.
Traveling
Anytime you plan to leave the Church premises, there is a risk involved. Whether a quick trip in your
community or a long-distance trip, those really require a lot of thinking through what could possibly
happen and doing your due diligence in your planning. Vehicles break down, buses overheat, and
planes get delayed or canceled. As you make your travel plans, don’t forget to consider how you can
think through critical questions.
• What is the plan if the vehicle you are traveling in, breaks down? Who is available to assist you,
if you have problems with your vehicle(s)?
• Do you have enough drivers, and can they get adequate rest to be safe on the road?
• What are the restrictions on your flights if they need to be changed? How can you make sure
that your group stays together and if they can’t how will you make decisions to get everyone
home?
Additional Events
Lots of groups will choose to do additional experiences on their way to and back from the Gathering.
While you might have lots of options, it’s important to be sure you manage these events just like you
would any other programming back home. Anytime you are choosing to do something with your teens,
it’s important to constantly assess the risks that are involved. Ask questions about who or what
might be at risk.
• What people could be at risk in this event? For example, consider if all your students know how
to swim before you decide on a day at the beach.
• What financial, property or reputational risks might you be taking?
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•

•

What might be consequences for this event in the future? Sometimes a spontaneous idea
seems great in the moment, but in hindsight you may regret how it impacted parents’ trust in
you or how the students remember the Gathering in general.
Are you honoring your congregation’s policies and reputation?

If Something Happens
Best plans can go out the window, so always have a Plan B in case something goes wrong.
Then you’ll have thought it through before it needs to be put in place.
Have an “Incident Report” form so that when an incident happens, you have a written document that
is filled out right away so the details will not be forgotten. The form can be simple but needs to
include: What happened, who saw it, and what was done in response to the incident. It is best to note
even the simplest of incidents so that you have a record of it. And it is best to call parents and warn
them about minor medical issues that happened, so they know you care and that they aren’t
surprised when they get a text or phone call from their teen.
We know that difficult things may happen at home while you are at the Gathering or someone may
experience an injury or crisis while you are at the Gathering. While we pray this won’t be the case, it’s
important to have a plan for how you will communicate with parents and with congregational
leadership if necessary. Adult leader teams can talk about ways to support each other and their teens
through these times. Please check out our other resources as well as the podcast for more
information on how to handle crisis at the Gathering.
Risk management isn’t about preventing all risk. It’s about thinking through all the possibilities in our
broken world and caring for others so they can focus on hearing the sharing the Gospel. While this
can seem like just a focus on worst case scenarios, it’s important to train and talk with adults and
teens so that they understand how to help you manage risk. In the end we know that youth ministry is
always a risk but so are other ministries of the church.
We pray for a safe, healthy, and Christ-centered event for all. As we do, we also hope this helps you
think through risk and helps you manage it better as you prepare for the Gathering.
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Giving Comfort to Hurting Teens
Prepared by Karen Merritt, LPC

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! He is the Father who is compassionate and the
God who gives comfort. He comforts us whenever we suffer. That is why whenever other people
suffer, we are able to comfort them by using the same comfort we have received from God.
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (GOD’S WORD Translation)
Chances are, if you’ve been in youth work for any period of time, one of your youth has come to
you asking to talk. They view you as a supportive adult, someone they can trust, whether it’s a
question of how to handle something with their parents or friends, an internal struggle they are
having, or a frustration with their faith life. What a huge blessing it is to walk alongside these teens as
they navigate through life’s challenges. They have chosen to invite you into their worlds and share
their hearts because you have shown that you care about them. What a blessing, yet what a
responsibility!
Youth ministry means diving in to the amazing yet complex world of teens and navigating this space
should be handled with the utmost amount of humility, patience, and care. The goal is always to seek
first to listen and understand as you walk alongside your youth. Most teens just want to be
heard. They need a space to process their thoughts and feelings as they become more and more
aware of the world around them.
So, what does that look like in practical terms?
1. Listen – truly listen. Resist the urge to interrupt and correct them, no matter
how distorted their thoughts sound to you. At this point, you are there as a safe place for
them to just be able to talk. If you don’t understand something, ask for clarification, perhaps
by just saying “Tell me about that...”. This shows you truly want to understand and
hear what’s going on in their hearts and minds.
2. Reflect – Repeat what you heard to make sure you are understanding what they are trying to
communicate. Use phrases such as, “I want to make sure I’m understanding you. You’re
feeling… because…”
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3. Validate – This is not necessarily agreeing with what they have said. You’re simply
acknowledging how they are their feelings make sense with what they’re perceiving from their
point of understanding. This is critical empathy where you are truly sitting in their feelings with
them at this point. Consider phrases such as, “wow, I can understand why you are feeling …”
4. Reframe – This is where your teen can begin processing their feelings as you help them shift
their perspective and feel empowered to act. You’re not there to “give advice” (after
all, you don’t have to deal with the consequences of the choice), but to help them process ways
they can handle the situation. Don’t be surprised if you encounter silence or “I don’t know” in
this stage. After all, if they knew what to do, they probably wouldn’t be coming to you. The part
of their brain that figures this out (the prefrontal cortex) hasn’t fully developed yet, so it takes
them a bit longer to process. Get comfortable with the silence – if you give them time, they’ll be
able to work through it.
5. Listen, again – Encourage them to take a deep breath here. Then, prompt with “How are you
feeling right now?”
6. Pray/Share Scripture – Once they feel truly seen, and their emotions and bodies are
regulated, they will be more open to the truths of Scripture and can see a clearer
connection. Let your prayer be open and thoughtful; this is not a time to “preach.”
So how do you continue to provide a safe space for youth while also making sure you
clearly understand when to involve a professional? The truth is, rates of anxiety and depression are
increasing in in our teenagers, and trusted adults need to know these young believers need the help
of a professional to process their more intense thoughts and feelings. In these instances, we need to
ask the hard questions:
•

Are they hurting themselves?

•

Have they ever thought of hurting themselves?

•

Is someone hurting them?

•

Are they hurting [or have they hurt] someone else?

•

Are they thinking about suicide?

•

Have they ever attempted suicide?
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Do not be afraid to ask these questions clearly. If they answer yes to any of them, thank them for
trusting you enough to tell you. Assure them you want to help them talk with someone who can help
them work through these difficult feelings. Then, with your teen present, contact the Crisis Team
on the Gathering Helpline. You may even offer sit with them as they talk with the Crisis Team on
the Gathering Helpline if they would like.
Pay attention to your state’s laws on mandatory reporting. Discuss this with your ministry team
to ensure everyone is clear and on the same page. Along with instances of self-harm and suicidal
ideation, a direct referral to the crisis team should be made if there is substance abuse or any other
kind of abuse present.
When they share these things, monitor your own emotions. Teens watch how we react to see if we will
continue to be trustworthy. Continue to reassure them of your love for them, as well as God’s. It can
also be challenging for you as an adult so do not forget to also care for your own mental and spiritual
health.
As you transition your group back home, there is a greater network of people you can follow up with to
help support teens. Give teens and the pastor special time to connect after the Gathering, especially
if he did not attend. This helps the pastor to hear about the Gathering, but also to answer theological
questions and help support struggling teens. You can also partner with parents and guardians after
the event to ensure teens are able to get to professional care, if necessary, and for serious issues to
be addressed.
Is it gut-wrenching to join our youth in these difficult times? Yes. As Paul reminded us through the
power of the Holy Spirit in Second Corinthians, we can enter difficult times with youth to give comfort
because we ourselves have received comfort from God. Lest we feel ill-equipped, let us remember
that it is the Holy Spirit that gives the comfort through us. We are but the vessel for God’s treasure of
grace and healing!
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Strategies to Handle Hard Topics with Youth
At the Gathering, youth will have tremendous opportunity to learn with and through their Lutheran
peers and adult speakers. Whether this be during the day during Bible Study, Sessions or at the Mass
Events, you will hear presentations on topics from the lighthearted to the very serious. As an Adult
Leader, you are likely to engage with youth who may be struggling with subject matter and who may
have questions relevant to what they've heard.
Here are a few strategies to help with your conversations. Remember, your job isn't to fix this, or
solve the problem with textbook answers. Instead, focus on keeping the conversation going and
bringing them back to God’s Word and promises. Youth want to know they aren't alone in their
struggles and questions. You are the front line to remind them of the Gospel and that they have your
support.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Check in with other Adult Leaders in your group regularly. Ask them to keep an eye on kids in
their Community Groups and to let you know if they notice any unusual or emotional behavior.
Pay attention during Mass Events to how kids are absorbing the topics being addressed. Pray
for the youth in your group regularly.
If a student is struggling, find a way to get some time with them. (Please do this safely and in
line with your risk management procedures.) Listen to what's bothering them/causing them to
question and really listen to their answers. Teenagers want to be heard.
Ask follow-up and clarifying questions. Choose your words carefully. Phrases like, "tell me
more”, “have you ever felt that way before", "can you share with me why this has brought up
emotion" are good ways to encourage the dialogue and can help you dig deeper into why they
are feeling this way.
As an adult leader, know that you are not alone. Make sure to utilize the Gathering HelpLine,
Care and Crisis Teams as you need. If you run into issues outside of what you can handle as an
adult leader, it’s important to work to bring in the help you do need.
Share the Gospel and the hope of Jesus. This can help diffuse the rawness of the emotion they
are feeling in the heat of the moment. If you're able to offer solid Scripture that is relevant to
their issue/question, do so. If you don't feel equipped to do that, it's okay! Let the youth know
that you will follow up in confidence with another adult leader and get back to them. The main
thing is for the youth to feel loved and supported and not alone.
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6.

Offer to pray with your youth. Thank them for trusting you enough to share raw emotions and
ask difficult questions. Often these issues aren’t dealt with in one conversation. Tell your youth
you will follow up in the near future and follow through. At that time, conversation can continue
if necessary.

Pray that God’s Kingdom is furthered through the hard topics and tough questions. Thank you for
shining the light of Jesus In All Things!
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Pre-Meeting Devotions
Devotion One: Introductions, Greetings, Thanksgivings and Prayer
Scripture: Colossians 1:1-8
Focus: Participants will read Paul’s greeting and consider both the importance of faith in how they
introduce themselves and the value of praying for those we care for.
Preparation: Paper and writing utensils will be needed for each participant.
Gather the students and provide a time for each participant to greet one another.
Reader can share the following: Introductions are important. Whether it’s face-to-face or written an
introduction can set the tone. As with many of Paul’s Epistles, his introduction to Colossians begins
with a greeting along with the opportunity to express thanksgiving and prayer. This example of an
introduction is an appropriate way for us to start our time together.
Paul begins by giving a traditional greeting to the people at Colossae. He continues his introduction
by acknowledging and giving thanks for their faithfulness. He also shares a prayer with petitions he
knows are applicable for them.
Select someone to read the following introductory verses from Colossians 1:1-8.
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the saints and
faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the
hope laid up for you in heaven.
Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as
indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since
the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it
from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant.
He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known to us your love in the
Spirit.
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In the large group or in smaller groups of two or three share your responses to one or both of the
following. Allow 5-7 minutes for discussion.
• Share a memorable introduction you or someone you know has experienced.
• Share an awkward introduction you or someone you know has experienced.
Bring the group back together and provide students the opportunity to share some of their
responses.
Reader can share the following: Introductions can tell you about who a person is and what they think
is important about themselves. Paul’s greeting to the Colossians reminds us that our most
important thing we can share about ourselves with others is our faith in Jesus Christ. Christ is the
creator of all things and became a creature Himself, entering His own creation. Our introductions
should point people back to the God who came to save us. This is not always easy, but we do
it because we have heard and understood the grace of God in truth.
And as we greet and care for one another, we can lift each other up in prayer. We make sure to thank
God for the people and gifts He has given us and pray in supplication for those who are in need.
Read this introduction again, this time asking the reader to change the greeting to fit your group:
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the saints and
faithful brothers in Christ at (add your youth group name and location here): Grace to you and
peace from God our Father.
We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because
of the hope laid up for you in heaven.
Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as
indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since
the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from (add
the names of your youth Readers, pastor(s), and/or others) our beloved fellow servant(s).
He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known to us your love in the
Spirit.
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In the large group or in the smaller groups previously assigned provide paper and writing materials.
Provide time for students to list things your group, church or community are thankful for. List people
they know who may need God’s intercession. Use this time to have groups write prayers of
thanksgiving and intercession based on what they have listed.
Close by bringing groups back together. Ask a representative from each group to share their prayer
with the larger group.
Devotion Two: A New Identity
Scripture: Colossians 3:1-11
Focus: Participants understand Christians through their baptism lose their own identity and become
one with Jesus and realize God the Father has made sinners perfect through the death of His Son.
Preparation: This session starts in small groups. Groups should be no larger than four to five persons
to allow discussion.
In small groups, the Reader will be selected as the person whose middle name begins with the
earliest letter in the alphabet (tiebreaker can be adding the first name and then the last name).
Share with the group, if you know it, the origin of your middle name (parent’s, relative’s, a favorite of
your parents, etc.).
Next share how you feel about the name considering these questions:
• Do you use it regularly, do you use the initial only?
• Do you use it instead of your first name?
• Do you like it?
• Do you hide it as much as possible?
• Why to you use it or not use it?
Reader can share the following: If you were baptized as an infant it very probably your first and middle
name was shared by the pastor as he poured the water on your head three times and added to your
name the words, “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Baptism brings us into the God’s family.
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Read Colossians 3:1-3.
• Share with the group what these words mean to you as a baptized Child of God?
• What is our true identity as a baptized Child of God?
• Who do others see when they see you?
Read Colossians 3:5-10. Paul provides a list of sins which affect us in our daily lives. Which of these
things listed to consider are the biggest challenge for young people today?
Reader can share the following: This section of Scripture allows no leeway for sinful living. Each of us
knows we regularly sin. Based on the list Paul provides give participants a few minutes to think about
an area they personally find to be challenging. The words of Confession we use in worship remind us,
“Most merciful God, we confess we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word and deed, but what we have done and by what we have left undone.”
We hear these words in 1 John 2:1-2, “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sines of the whole
world.” Christ reconciles all things to himself through His death and resurrection.
Get back into your small groups. Share with your group how this text helps to explain the connection
between our sin, God’s mercy and our identity in Christ as His baptized and beloved child of God?
Reader can share the following: Praise God even though we remain sinners we have been made
perfect through Christ’s death and resurrection. How does this make you feel?
Close with this prayer taken from the order of Holy Baptism (LSB 268-271)
Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that you graciously
preserve and enlarge Your family and granted us the new birth in Holy Baptism and made us
members of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ and heirs of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly
implore You that as Your children, You would keep us in our baptismal grace, that according to
Your good pleasure we may faithfully grow to lead a godly life to the praise and honor of Your
holy name and finally, with all Your saints, obtain the promised inheritance in heaven: through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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Devotion Three: The Rest of Your Story
Scripture: Colossians 1:24-28
Focus: Participants will hear Paul tell how God directed his story of faith and they will consider how
their story is a part of God’s story, directed by Him as well.
Reader can share the following: Whether it’s a classic fairy tale or a Disney movie, most of these
stories follow a certain pattern. There is often a “once upon a time” beginning. This usually is
followed by a surprise or change with a “happily ever after” conclusion.
Break into small groups of 3-5 persons for discussion. Choose your Reader by selecting the person
who has most recently watched a movie.
Allow five minutes for groups to discuss the following:
Share in your group which childhood fairy tale or Disney movie character is your favorite and
•
why.
Share the characteristic(s) of your favorite character you think you may have or would like to
•
have.
Share one thing you feel satisfied with in your “story” and how it is helping you move towards a
•
“happily ever after” ending.
Read Colossians 1:24-28
Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh, I am filling up what is lacking in
Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, of which I became a minister
according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God
fully known, the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. To
them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we proclaim, warning everyone and
teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
Reader can share the following: Paul is sharing his ministry story. He recognized that it was God at
work In All Things, gave him faith and set him in a new direction. Paul is a great example of how Christ
transforms the lives of all His people into His image. Paul talks about how he gladly endured suffering
as he has boldly shared the message of Christ’s death and resurrection. He sees his calling as to
proclaim how Christ works in us.
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Work for ten minutes as a group, using these words of Paul and others you may be familiar with to put
together in story format what Paul says about his life of faith using these suggestions:
• You may want your story to begin with the phrase “once upon a time” and end with “happily
ever after”.
• Include a description of the “mystery” Paul has found that has been an important help his
story.
Reader can share the following: Through the power of the Holy Spirit at work in us through our
baptism, our faith in Christ grows as we study His Word. We can hear God’s story in the Bible and how
God is In All Things. God brings us into His family so that God can make us a part of His story. Just
like Paul, God gave us faith and directs or story of sharing the Good News of Jesus. The “happily ever
after” for our lives as Christians will be our eternal life in heaven. Christ promises to return to restore
all things.
• Share how you think your story can be like Paul’s and what help you might need in the story of
your life of faith.
Close with the opportunity for participants to share prayer requests and conclude with the group
sharing this prayer together:
Almighty God, whom to know if everlasting life, grant us perfectly to know Your Son, Jesus
Christ, to be the way, the truth and the life, that following his steps we may steadfastly walk in
the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen
(LSB, Prayers, Intercessions, and Thanksgivings 202)

Devotion Four: Creating Your Checklist
Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17
Focus: Participants
Preparation: You will need: Newsprint, Markers, Index Cards, Pens
Reader can share the following: A checklist can be an important tool to assist in completing a task.
Have the group share situations where they have relied on a checklist and write these on the
newsprint.
Using another sheet of newsprint have the group create a “packing list” of items individuals will want
to bring for the Gathering.
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Read Colossians 3:12-17
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a
complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one
body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Reader can share the following: Paul has created a list of attributes for us to “put on” daily in our lives
as “God’s chosen ones”. We don’t do these on our own. On our own we would focus on ourselves,
hold grudges, be short tempered and egotistical. Instead, God gives us His Holy Spirit and empowers
us to reflect God’s characteristics to others. In All Things, God is at work using us to care for our
neighbors and His world.
Distribute an index card and pen to each participant.
Allow five minutes for participants to create a list on their index card to include the following:
• List what part(s) of your life connect to the list of attributes as God’s chosen ones.
• List the attribute(s) you feel are most important for your group to at the Gathering.
• List one of the attributes you would like to improve.
Bring the group together and add to the “packing list” you created earlier the attributes participants
think are important. This can even be a great place for you to look at your group covenant. You can
have a conversation about how God can work through us to care for each other and for those we will
interact with in our city.
Conclude with a time of prayer and thanksgiving. Participants may be given a time for quiet prayer
especially focusing on an attribute they would like to improve.
Bring the group together and read together verses 15-17 as a closing benediction.
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In All Things – Colossians Responsive Reading
Use this responsive reading to reflect on selected verses from Colossians. Select eight members of
your group to serve as readers. Following the responsive reading allow time for participants to share
in a time of prayer.
Reader 1: The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
People: In all things, set our minds on things above, not on earthly things.
Reader 2: For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for
him.
People: In all things remind us in whatever we do, whether in word or deed, to do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Reader 3: He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among
the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy.
People: As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, in all things clothe us with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
Reader 4: He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
People: In all things remind us over all these virtues to put on love, which binds them together in
perfect unity.
Reader 5: For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood,
shed on the cross.
People: In all things let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, since as members of one body we are
called to peace.
Reader 6: Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil
behavior.
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People: In all things help us remember we are reconciled by Christ’s physical body through death.
Reader 7: He is the head over every power and authority.
People: In all things let the message of Christ dwell among us richly as we teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with
gratitude in our hearts.
Reader 8: Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. He forgave us all our sins, he has taken it away, nailing it to
the cross.
People: Remind us of the grace and forgiveness which is ours through Christ’s death and
resurrection. Help us bear with each other, forgive one another, and give thanks to you in all things.
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