in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #1

LEADER NOTES

MATERIALS:
•
•
•
•

Bibles
Small slips of paper
Pens/pencils
1 Participant Guide per student

GOALS
1.

This study will explore the importance of story and will introduce the grand story told in the Bible using
Colossians 1 and Acts 2 – a story we will call the “Story of All Things.”

2. Through the act of reading and rereading, participants will begin to see themes and patterns in the
“Story of All Things” and will begin seeing themselves in the story.
LEADER NOTE: Before, during, and after the Gathering, we will dig into the 5 themes mentioned in Goal 2.
Here is a brief explanation of each:
a. Christ CREATES all things—Christ is the creator of all things and became a creature himself, entering
into his own creation.
b. Christ RECONCILES all things—Christ reconciles all things to himself through his death and
resurrection.
c. Christ TRANSFORMS all things—Christ transforms the lives of all his people into his image.
d. Christ REIGNS over all things—Christ (risen, ascended, complete sovereign) reigns over all authorities
inside and outside of the church.
e. Christ will RETURN—Christ promises to return to restore all things and make his reign explicit for all to
see.

INTRODUCTION
Open in Prayer
SAY: Think of the movie, TV show, or book that you have seen/read the most. What is it? How many times
have you seen/read it? Why do you continue to watch or read that, even though you know how the story
ends? (Allow time for students to respond.)
We love a good story, and we love to re-watch and read our favorite stories. When we re-watch or
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reread the same thing again and again, we learn the story and we may even get to know it so well that it
becomes a part of us. This is how it works with any good story. The Bible is the same way! The Bible tells
the greatest story ever told. It is the way God speaks to us and the way He intervenes in the world. It is
powerful stuff! Through His Word, God creates the world, sustains it, and brings eternal life to it.
God invites us to read and reread His Word and spend significant time in it so we might learn his story.
Our hope is that we might learn it so well that the story becomes a part of who we are. When we read and
reread the story of God’s Word, we begin to notice amazing things about who God is and what He does
that we might not have seen before. Our hope is that by spending time in God’s Word, we will see new
things and start seeing ourselves in the story the Bible tells.
Game
Directions: Give each student a slip of paper and have them write a famous movie/TV show/book that the
majority of their group will have seen. Collect the papers and pair up students. Give each student one of the
slips of paper and have them try to retell the main story of the movie/TV show/book to their partner through
acting it out/ texting emojis in a group chat/ drawing it out in symbols for people to guess what they’re trying
to reference. When all pairs have figured out the story, have a few people try and get the entire group to guess.
Here are some examples of stories you can use:
Cinderella, Beauty and the Beast, Shrek, Batman, the Office, Harry Potter, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
Here are some examples of stories as emojis:

(Space Jam)

(Harry Potter)

(the Lion King)

ASK: Today’s Bible study focuses on the idea of story. What are the main parts that make up a story?
(Characters, plot, conflict, climax, setting, themes, etc.) What makes something a good story? (answers
will vary)

LESSON
SAY: The story of the Bible contains the same kinds of parts that make for a good story. It has characters,
plot, conflict, climax, setting, and themes. It’s also a really big story. Lots of episodes over the span of
millennia are all connect in one grand story. Learning the story takes time, just like it takes time for us
to learn other stories we love. As we read and reread or watch and re-watch, we start learning the story
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better because we see things we didn’t notice before. Just like we discover small details and larger
themes in the stories we watch on Netflix or read in a book, we will also discover small details and larger
themes in the story of God’s Word.
As we prepare for the 2022 National Youth Gathering, the encouragement for us will to be to read and
reread and to do it slowly. As we continue to read the Bible, things will appear we may not have noticed
before. When you see new things, take note of them. Especially when you see something appear over
and over again, take note of it. In future studies, we are going to pay special attention to some of these
themes – big ideas that repeat. We will even supply you with these icons you can draw in your Bible to
help you note themes when you see them. You’ll find out more about these icons in future studies.

ASK: What is something you’ve noticed popping up a lot in the story of the Bible? (Answers will vary.
Here are some examples: there are a lot of barren ladies, the use of water is all over the place, there is a
ton of healing going on!
SAY: We often pick out new things each time we reread or re-watch something. Let’s put this to the test:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNSgmm9FX2s

THE STORY OF ALL THINGS
We are going to try something similar with God’s Word. We are going to take a passage, read it once, explore a
few other parts of God’s Word, and then return to the same passage we started with. The passage we are going
to read is Colossians 1:15-20 and it is the theme passage for the 2022 National Youth Gathering. In just the
span of six verses, the apostle Paul tells a story.
Read Colossians 1:15-20.
ASK: What parts of a good story do you see in these verses? Answers will vary. Below are some example
questions and answers.
Who are the characters? Jesus is the “He.” The church. All things including thrones, dominions, rulers,
authorities.
What is the setting? Heaven and earth.
What conflict do you see? The need to reconcile all things and make peace.
What sounds like the climax of the story in these verses? The cross. Jesus as the firstborn of the dead.
LEADER NOTE: The story told in Colossians 1:15-20 is a monumental story. It is a compact form of a story we
call the “Story of All Things.” God’s Word tells us the story of everything. This story helps us understand who
God is, who we are, how God as acted in his creation, and where everything is ultimately going. These six
verses from Colossians help us to see more clearly the Story of All Things in which Christ creates, reconciles,
transforms, reigns, and returns to make all things new.
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SAY: When we read, reread, and study the Scriptures, we discover that there is a larger story to the Bible.
The Word of God tells us the “Story of All Things.” It is the greatest story ever told and it tells us about
who God is, who we are, how God has acted in the world, and where everything is ultimately going. We are
going to hear A LOT about the Story of All things as we get ready for the 2022 National Youth Gathering.
But what does that mean? How does that story go? Here is a brief summary:
As you read the summary as a group, have students circle or underline important words or phrases.
The God of the universe is a loving God who desires to be in a relationship with his creation. He gives
us the “Story of All Things,” which tells us he created the world and made his presence known in it. He
stepped into creation himself, walking in the garden and engaging in a perfect relationship with his
people. God’s people rejected his word and desired to write their own version of the story of all things
with themselves at the center. Consequently, God cursed his creation in his anger over sin and the
perfect relationship between God and his people was broken. Yet, God continued to move the “Story of
All Things” forward according to his good and loving plan. God chose to be present with his people even
in their sinfulness and he promised to send a savior to make all things right. God chose Abraham and his
descendants to be God’s special people and through this people God would bless the nations. God set
apart Israel to receive the promises and to be the people from whom the Messiah, the savior, would come.
God rescued his people from their brokenness though the saving work of Jesus on the cross. His death
and resurrection reconcile and heal all things. God continues to transform all things through his word and
through the service of his people, the church, until the day he returns. On that day, we will see the fullness
of Christ’s reconciliation and reign over all things in his new creation.
ASK: What did you underline? What are your initial thoughts about The Story of All Things?
If you had to summarize the “Story of All Things” in your own words, what would you say?
SAY: As we prepare for the 2022 Gathering, we are going to keep studying the “Story of All Things.” We
are going to do lots of reading and rereading in hopes that we will see new things, notice themes that
repeat, and ultimately find our own place in this story.
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There are many places we can go in the Scriptures to hear the “Story of All Things” from different angles.
We’ve already read a version from Paul. We’ve explored a version written by the authors of this Bible
study. Let’s take a look at another passage that gives us a glimpse into the “Story of All Things.” Read
Acts 2:22-36. This is a portrayal of the “Story of All Things” through the apostle Peter’s lens in his
sermon on Pentecost.
ASK: Where do you see overlap between Peter’s account of all things in Acts 2 and the paragraph
summary of the “Story of All Things” above?
God has a plan (verse 23). The death and resurrection of Jesus (verse 23-24; 32). The reign of Jesus over
all things (verses 33-36).
What differences do you see?
LEADER NOTE: If your group has time and wants to go deeper into multiple narratives of the “Story of All
Things, consider splitting your group into smaller groups and have each group read a different passage.
Other passages you could read in addition to the Acts 2 passage are Luke 24:13-27; Nehemiah 9:6-21, 26-31.
It might be fun for students to compare and contrast the different stories and see what they come up with!
SAY: Now that we have heard the “Story of All Things” from a few different angles, let’s come back to
Colossians 1:15-20 to read it one more time. This time let’s read it not just to see that there is a “Story
of All Things,” but also to see that we are a part of this amazing story. The “Story of All Things” is God’s
story, but he calls you into it. The God of the universe loves you so much that he reveals himself to you in
his Word again and again. He wants you to read and reread the “Story of All Things” in his Word so that
you might know him and so that you might see yourself in that story.
Read Colossians 1:15-20.
ASK: Where do you think we fit into the “Story of All Things?”
(I am a part of “all things” so that means I’m a part God’s story! He created me and reconciles me through
Jesus. In my baptism, God unites me to Jesus in his death and resurrection and thereby begins a life of
transformation in me. God reigns over me in the church and someday he will return for me—He does all
this so I can serve Him and His people. This is bigger than just one person. This story is bigger than me. It
includes all of God’s people. We are in it together as the church.)
SAY: Find a group of a few people (If your group is small enough, do the next activity all together). Take a
few minutes to reread Colossians 1:15-20 and draw some images that you see. If time permits, have small
group share with the large group.
In your own words, how would you summarize The Story of All Things?
SAY: Our everyday lives are a part of The Story of All Things. When we spend time in God’s Word, we
begin to see Him at work in all parts of our life. As we prepare for the Youth Gathering, we will spend more
time studying God’s word, learning more about who God is and what He has done for us.
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CALL TO ACTION
LEADER NOTE: These calls to action are ways participants can put what they’ve learned in this study into
practice in their everyday lives. Perhaps one or both of these calls could be a challenge for the week and each
participant can bring a report bag the next time you meet.
1.

Take time to think about your life in the way of Story. How would you tell your own life’s story? Who are the
characters? What is the setting? How does the plot unfold, etc.? Write it down and share it with a parent,
friend, or someone else close to you.

2. How has Jesus made you a part of the Story of All Things by connecting you to his death and resurrection
in your baptism? If you don’t know the story of your baptism day, ask someone who remembers to tell you
the story.
3. Take time this week to reread Colossians 1:15-20 and Acts 2:22-36 on your own. For bonus points, read
them with another member of your congregation. What similarities do you (and maybe this other person)
notice this time? What differences do you see? Use the pages in your participant guide to markup both
passages, identifying important words/phrases or repeating themes/ideas.

Close in Prayer
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in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #1

INTRODUCTION
What is a movie, TV show, or book that you have seen or read the most? Why do you continue to re-watch or
reread it?
Today’s Bible study focuses on the idea of story. What makes a story a good story?

LESSON
The story of the Bible contains the same kinds of parts that make for a good story. It has characters, plot,
conflict, climax, setting, and themes. It’s also a really big story. Lots of episodes over the span of millennia are
all connect in one grand story Learning the story takes time, just like it takes time for us to learn other stories
we love. As we read and reread or watch and re-watch, we start learning the story better because we see
things we didn’t notice before. Just like we discover small details and larger themes in the stories we watch on
Netflix or read in a book, we will also discover small details and larger themes in the story of God’s Word.
As we prepare for the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering, the encouragement for us will to be to read and reread
and to do it slowly. As we continue to read the Bible, things will appear we may not have noticed before. When
you see new things, take note of them. Especially when you see something appear over and over again, take
note of it. In future studies, we are going to pay special attention to some of these themes – big ideas that
repeat.
What is something you’ve noticed popping up a lot in the story of the Bible?

Write your answers or draw them in the box below:
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THE STORY OF ALL THINGS
As you are reading the summary as a group, circle or underline important words or phrases.
The God of the universe is a loving God who desires to be in a relationship with his creation. He gives us the
“Story of All Things,” which tells us he created the world and made his presence known in it. He stepped into
creation himself, walking in the garden and engaging in a perfect relationship with his people. God’s people
rejected his word and desired to write their own version of the story of all things with themselves at the center.
Consequently, God cursed his creation in his anger over sin and the perfect relationship between God and his
people was broken. Yet, God continued to move the “Story of All Things” forward according to his good and
loving plan. God chose to be present with his people even in their sinfulness and he promised to send a savior
to make all things right. God chose Abraham and his descendants to be God’s special people and through
this people God would bless the nations. God set apart Israel to receive the promises and to be the people
from whom the Messiah, the savior, would come. God rescued his people from their brokenness though the
saving work of Jesus on the cross. His death and resurrection reconcile and heal all things. God continues to
transform all things through his word and through the service of his people, the church, until the day he returns.
On that day, we will see the fullness of Christ’s reconciliation and reign over all things in his new creation.

Draw an image of Colossians 1:15-20 in the box below
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CALL TO ACTION
1.

Take time to think about your life in the way of Story. How would you tell your own life’s story? Who are the
characters? What is the setting? How does the plot unfold, etc.? Write it down and share it with a parent,
friend, or someone else close to you.

2. How has Jesus made you a part of the Story of All Things by connecting you to his death and resurrection
in your baptism? If you don’t know the story of your baptism day, ask someone who remembers to tell you
the story.

3. Take time this week to reread Colossians 1:15-20 and Acts 2:22-36 on your own. For bonus points, read
them with another member of your congregation. What similarities do you (and maybe this other person)
notice this time? What differences do you see? Use the pages in your participant guide to markup both
passages, identifying important words/phrases or repeating themes/ideas

Colossians 1:15-20
15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him
and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church.
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness
of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of his cross.

Acts 2:22-36
22

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders

and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to
the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up,
loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says concerning him,” ‘I
saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;26 therefore my heart was glad, and
my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One
see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 29
“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb
is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would
set one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33
Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit,
he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he
himself says, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 36 Let all the
house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.

Close in Prayer
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in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #2

GOD CLEANSES AND BRINGS NEW
LIFE IN THE STORY OF ALL THINGS

MATERIALS:
•
•
•
•
•

Bibles (participants will be asked to write in their Bibles)
Pens/Pencils
Dixie Cups
Water
1 Participant Guide per student

GOALS:
1.

This study will show participants how God uses water to cleanse and to bring new life repeatedly in the
Bible (We call repeating big ideas like these, “Biblical Themes.”).

2. Through reading and re-reading the Scriptures, this study will help participants see God’s desire to
work through water to cleanse and bring new life to them and all things.
LEADER NOTE: Throughout the Bible, which tells us the story of all things, God frequently cleanses and
brings new life through the means of water. We use water a lot in too, even today! We brush our teeth, wash
our hands, drink it for hydration, and even use it for cleaning our toilets. In the flood account in Genesis, God
uses water as a means to cleanse the world from sin and evil, while also bringing about new life for humanity.
**Before introducing this next study, take some time to recap what you and your group have learned from
reading and re-reading the stories from the first Pre-Gathering Bible study. The hope is that all of these Bible
studies connect together and help participants start piecing together various parts of the story of all things. **

INTRODUCTION:
Open in prayer.
Game— Splash Zone
1.

Have your group gather in a circle. Choose one student to be in the middle. Give them a Dixie cup with a
SMALL amount of water.

2. Give the group a category and have the student in the middle choose something from that category,
but not say it out loud. (Example: Give the category of “cereal.” The student in the middle would choose
a kind of cereal but not share it with the rest of the group.)
3. Go around the circle and have each student say something in the category you chose. If someone’s
answer matches what the student in the middle chose, the person in the middle gets to splash the
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person on the outside with water from the cup.
4. Have the person who got splashed and the student in the middle switch places, and play again with a
new category.

LESSON
ASK: How do we use water in our day?
ASK: How would your life be different if you didn’t have water?
Share some images of water (an oasis in the desert, a calm ocean, white water rapids, etc.)
What stories in the Bible do you think of when you imagine water? (Noah and the ark, the Red

•

Sea, woman at the well, Jesus washing disciples’ feet, Jesus healing the blind man, God
provided water in the wilderness, etc.)
SAY: Together, we are going to look at the story of Noah and the Flood.

Read Genesis 6:5-8
1.

What do these verses reveal about humanity?

2. What do these verses reveal about God’s character?
3. How do you think water will be used in the rest of the story? (or what do you know already?)
Read Genesis 7:17-8:1
1.

How was water used?

2. What do these verses reveal about God’s character?
3. Why is it significant that God remembers Noah?
Read 1 Peter 3:18-22
1.

How is this passage connected to the story of Noah and the Flood?

2. How is the story of the Flood your story?
LEADER NOTE: If there are any students in your group who have not been baptized, or have questions about
baptism, encourage them and their parents to talk to your pastor.
Say: Let’s take what we just learned about and put it into practice! As you read these stories of water,
draw a water droplet in your Bible to remind you of how God is working through water.

LEADER NOTE: For each of the Pre-Gathering Bible studies, there will be a new icon representing that
biblical theme. (If you want to see all of the icons, refer back to the first Pre-Gathering Bible study.) It is our
goal for students to use the different icons throughout their Bible to see these themes in the Story of All
Things. By the end of the Gathering, they will have a total of seven icons to help them see various aspects of
the Story of All Things playing out all over the Bible.
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•

•

Assign smaller groups one of the following passages where water plays a significant part in the story.
Choose from these options:
o God provides water at Marah – Exodus 15:22-27
o Jesus and the woman at the well – John 4
o Jesus heals a blind man – John 9
o Jesus washes the disciples’ feet – John 13
Have the students answer these questions:
o How do you see water in this story?
o What is God doing with the water?
o How is God’s character revealed through His actions?

LEADER NOTE: This would be a great time to split students into their family groups for the Gathering to
continue building those relationships with their Adult leaders. A goal to have for your group before the last
Pre-Gathering Bible study is to have students facilitate these conversations in their family groups.
•

Come back together and have a quick recap of each story. As students are sharing their thoughts, use
the language below to reinforce the importance of the students place in the Story of All Things.
o In the story of God providing water at Marah (Exodus 15:22-27), God brings life to His people.
▪ This is your story. This is the story of all things. As Psalm 1 revealed, God uses the water of His
Word (and the water with His Word in your baptism) to nourish you and sustain you in the faith.
o In the story of the woman at the well, Jesus transforms her life in offering her the living water that
quenches all thirst.
▪ This is your story. This is the story of all things. In the waters of your baptism, Jesus as the living
water flows in and through you that “wells up to eternal life”.
o In the story of Jesus healing a blind man, Jesus cleanses the blindness from him so that he can see
and be healed.
▪ This is your story. This is the story of all things. In the waters of baptism, your sickness of sin was
healed because Christ’s death crucified all sickness.
o In the story of washing the disciple’s feet, Jesus cleanses the dirt from their body in service.
▪ This is your story. This is the story of all things. In the waters of your baptism, you are washed by
Christ and connected to Him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share in Me.” (John 13:8)

APPLICATION:
•

•

All of these stories show that through water, God cleanses and brings new life. In what way do we
receive this same cleansing and new life? JESUS! Yes! Because Jesus is in all things and holds all things
together (Col. 1:17). Jesus’ death and resurrection cleanses us of our sin (creates faith). Jesus’ death and
resurrection brings us new life (transforms).
Read Colossians 2:12-14. God uses the water in our baptism to do all of those things too! It is God using
the water and His Word to bring about this new life, so that we are also included in the story of all things!
We as a part of God’s family are a part of the story of all things.

CALL TO ACTION:
•

Between now and the next Pre-Gathering Bible study you do, read the story of the Exodus in Exodus
14:1-31 at least twice. While you’re reading, think about the questions you used during the study:
o How do you see water in this story?
o What is God doing with the water?
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o

How is God’s character revealed through His actions?

LEADER NOTE: The reason that we chose the Exodus story for your students to read for the Call to Action is
to set up the Biblical theme of God’s redemption in the next Pre-Gathering Study.
•

•

Find someone else in your church (that is older than you!) and read this Bible story together and go
through those three questions together.
o Example: Find some groups of church ahead of time that would be willing to help your youth group
with this, make an announcement in church that some youth will be doing this after a service and are
looking for people to stay and help.
Together with your youth group, take care of a plant between now and when you leave for the Gathering!
Notice how it water helps it to grow and create new life.
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in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #2

GOD CLEANSES AND BRINGS NEW
LIFE IN THE STORY OF ALL THINGS

Goals:
1.

This study will show participants how God uses water to cleanse and to bring new life repeatedly in the
Bible. (We are calling these big ideas that repeat “Biblical Themes.”)

2. Through reading and re-reading the Scriptures, this study will help participants see God’s desire to
work through water to cleanse and bring new life to them and all things.

Lesson
What stories in the Bible do you think of when you imagine water?
Read Genesis 6:5-8.
1.

What do these verses reveal about humanity?

2. What do these verses reveal about God’s character?
Read Genesis 7:17-8:1.
1.

What do these verses reveal about humanity?

2. What do these verses reveal about God’s character?
3. Why is it significant that God remembers Noah?
Read 1 Peter 3:18-22.
1.

How is this passage connected to the story of Noah and the Flood?

2. How is the story of the Flood your story?
Let’s take what we just learned about and put it into practice! As you read these stories of water, draw a water
droplet in your Bible to remind you of how God is working through water.
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When reading one of these stories of water in the Bible, answer these questions:
God provides water at Marah – Numbers 15:22-27
Jesus and the woman at the well – John 4
Jesus heals a blind man – John 9
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet – John 13
1.

How do you see water in this story?

2. What is God doing with the water?
3. How is God’s character revealed through His actions?

Call to Action
1.

Between now and the next Pre-Gathering Bible Study you do, read the story of the Exodus in Exodus
14:1-31 at least twice. While you’re reading, think about the questions you used during the study:
a. How do you see water in this story?
b. What is God doing with the water?
c. How is God’s character revealed through His actions?

2. Find someone else in your church (that is older than you!) and read this Bible story together. Then
answer the questions above together.
3. Together with your youth group, take care of a plant between now and when you leave for the
Gathering! Notice how water helps it to grow and create new life.
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in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #3

GOD REDEEMS IN THE
STORY OF ALL THINGS

Materials:
•
•
•
•

Bibles (participants will be asked to write in their Bibles)
Pens/Pencils
Dodgeballs (and space to play)
1 Participant Guide per student

Goals:
1.

This study will show participants how God continually redeems His people and reveals His grace and
forgiveness repeatedly in the Bible. (We call repeating big ideas like these, “Biblical Themes.”)

2. Through reading and re-reading the Scriptures, this study will help participants see how God redeems
His people to reveal who God is and how He interacts with humanity. Ultimately, our redemption comes
through the blood of Jesus shed on the cross. Jesus’ death and resurrection brings us forgiveness to
become children of God.
LEADER NOTE: In the story of all things, God repeatedly buys back or redeems his people. We see this
especially in God’s act of freeing of His people from slavery, the Exodus (as we will dig into today), as well as
in the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus.
**Before introducing this next study, take some time to recap what you and your group have learned from
reading and re-reading the stories from the first Pre-Gathering Bible study. The hope is that all of these Bible
studies connect together and help participants start piecing together various parts of the story of all things.**

INTRODUCTION:
Game— Jailbreak Dodgeball
1.

Split your group into two teams to play a game of dodgeball.

2. As team members get “out”, have them line up on the side of the court. When a player on their team
either a) catches a ball or b) gets a player on the opposite team out, the first player in line can come
back into the game.
3. As the leader, periodically call out a “JAILBREAK” during the game where all “players” who are “out”
can return to the game.
4. Spend about 10-15 minutes playing and then return to your meeting space.
ASK: How many times did you get out during the game? How many times were you able to get back into
the game?
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ASK: How did it feel when you were able to get a teammate back into the game? How did it feel when you
were allowed to be back in the game?
ASK: How would you define redemption?
LEADER NOTE: The dictionary defines redemption as “the action of saving or being saved” or “the action of
regaining or gaining possession of something in exchange for payment, or clearing a debt”. This definition
will help us better understand the biblical theme of redemption.

LESSON
SAY: When you were able to get back in the game, you were freed from being “out.” You were redeemed
by either a teammate or myself. The theme of redemption is used so many times throughout the Bible.
Let’s look at an example together:
Read Genesis 37 and Genesis 50:15-21.
1.

What happened to Joseph?

2. Where do you see redemption in the story of Joseph?
3. What do these verses reveal about God’s character?
LEADER NOTE: After reading Genesis 37, spend a few minutes summarizing what happens between
chapters 37 and 50. If you have members of your group who know the story well, have them share with
the rest of the group. The basics of the story include Joseph sold into slavery, ascending to a position of
authority in Egypt, being wrongly accused, resulting in his imprisonment. Joseph’s gift of interpreting
dreams is used by God to spare Egypt from a deadly famine and his own family from death.
SAY: The biblical theme of redemption shows us exactly who God is. God loves His people so much
that He will do anything to bring them back from sin. Joseph went from being a slave to working under
Pharaoh. He was redeemed as a part of God’s plan to save many. Peter was redeemed after denying
Jesus three times so that he could continue sharing the Gospel message. One more major story of
redemption in the Bible is the story of the Exodus.
LEADER NOTE: This would be a great time to split students into their family groups for the Gathering to
continue building those relationships with their adult leaders. A goal to have for the last Pre-Gathering
Bible study is to have students facilitate these conversations in their family groups. If you have not already
identified a student leader for the group, take time prior to this Bible Study to encourage and equip them as a
leader for their peers.
SAY: Our icon for the biblical theme of redemption is chains breaking. As you read this next story of the
Exodus, draw an image of chains breaking to remind you of how God works through redemption.

LEADER NOTE: For each of the Pre-Gathering Bible studies, there will be a new icon representing that
biblical theme. It is our goal for students to use the different icons throughout their Bible to see these
themes in the Story of All Things. By the end of the Gathering, they will have a total of seven icons to help
them see the Story of All Things.
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Have each group read Exodus 12:21-42. As they are reading the passage, have students write down or draw
key words, phrases, or ideas. Each group will answer these questions:
1.

Who is being redeemed in the story of the Exodus?

2. What are they being redeemed from?
3. What does their redemption show us about God’s character?
4. How do we still see God’s redemption today?
Bring all groups back together and work through the questions as a large group, making sure each group has
the opportunity to share.
End by reading Exodus 6:6 together.

APPLICATION:
SAY: God redeemed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. He continues to redeem His people, even to this
day. We are all slaves to sin, but because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we are freed from our sin.
Read Ephesians 1:7-8 to the group.
SAY: The blood of Jesus was the payment for our freedom. Because of our sin, we deserve the
punishment. Instead, Jesus took that punishment upon himself and purchased us back from sin, death,
and the devil through His death on the cross and resurrection. Jesus gives us FREEDOM—freedom to
live has His people, to be close to God even when you don’t feel like you deserve it, free to share that
amazing truth with others!
Read Colossians 1:13-14.
SAY: Our forgiveness comes only through Jesus. It is nothing that we can do on our own to be redeemed.
Rather it is Jesus who delivers us from darkness. There is nothing for us to prove because it’s already
been done! Isn’t it awesome that forgiveness has NOTHING to do with us and EVERYTHING to do with
Jesus?!

CALL TO ACTION:
•

•

Be on the lookout for some examples of redemption in our world. Maybe it is in the news, in movies or TV,
or your own personal life! Especially look for examples of redemption if other scripture passages, hymns,
songs, etc. Be ready to share one example the next time your group gets together.
Between now and the next Pre-Gathering Bible Study, read 2 Samuel 12 at least twice and think about
these questions. If possible, find a time to read this passage with someone else in your church.
1. Where do you see redemption in the story of David?
2. What does David’s redemption show us about God’s character?

LEADER NOTE: The reason that we chose the story of David for your students to read for the Call to Action
is to set up the Biblical theme of God’s presence in the next Pre-Gathering Bible study.
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in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #3

GOD REDEEMS IN THE
STORY OF ALL THINGS

Goals:
1.

This study will show participants how God continually redeems His people and reveals His grace and
forgiveness repeatedly in the Bible. (We call repeating big ideas like these “Biblical Themes.”)

2. Through reading and re-reading the Scriptures, this study will help participants see how God redeems
His people to reveal who God is and how He interacts with humanity. Ultimately, our redemption comes
through the blood of Jesus shed on the cross. Jesus’ death and resurrection brings us forgiveness to
become children of God.

Lesson
How would you define redemption?
Read Genesis 37.
1.

What happened to Joseph?

Read Genesis 50:15-21.
2. Where do you see redemption in the story of Joseph?
3. What do these verses reveal about God’s character?
Our icon for the biblical theme of redemption is chains breaking. As you read this next story of the Exodus,
draw an image of chains breaking to remind you of how God works through redemption.
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Read Exodus 12:21-42.
Use the box below to write down or draw key words, phrases, or ideas. Then answer the questions below:

1.

Who is being redeemed in the story of the Exodus?

2. What are they being redeemed from?
3. What does their redemption show us about God’s character?
4. How do we still see God’s redemption today?

Call to Action
1.

Be on the lookout for some examples of redemption in our world. Maybe it is in the news, in movies or
TV, or your own personal life! Especially look for examples of redemption in other scripture passages,
hymns, songs, etc. Be ready to share one example the next time your group gets together.

2. Between now and the next Pre-Gathering Bible Study, read 2 Samuel 12 at least twice and think about
these questions. If possible, find a time to read this passage with someone else in your church:
a. Where do you see redemption in the story of David?
b. What does David’s redemption show us about God’s character?
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in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #4

GOD DWELLS WITH HIS PEOPLE IN
THE STORY OF ALL THINGS

Materials:
•
•
•

Bibles (participants will be asked to write in their Bibles)
Pens/Pencils
1 Participant Guide per student

Goals:
1.

This study will show participants how God uses the temple and His dwelling to display his presence
as He reveals His character repeatedly in the Bible. (We call repeating big ideas like these, “Biblical
Themes.”)

2. Through reading and re-reading the Scriptures, this study will help participants see God’s desire to be
present with His creation and how He continues to dwell with His people in all things.
LEADER NOTE: In the story of all things, God constantly pursues His people and draws near to them.
When we read the Bible, we see clear signs of God’s presence on numerous occasions. Over and over
again in Scripture, we hear the promises of God reminding us that “He will not leave you or forsake you.”
(Deuteronomy 31:6). The Israelites experienced God’s presence through the building of the tabernacle,
God speaking to various people like Moses, Isaiah, etc. and in the incarnation of Jesus Himself (“the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14)). In the story of all things that Paul tells in Colossians, he
writes, “For in him the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,” (Colossians 1:19), God’s presence continues
to come to His people, “and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of his cross.”
**Before introducing this next study, take some time to recap what you and your group have learned from
reading and re-reading the stories from the first Pre-Gathering Bible study. The hope is that all of these Bible
studies connect together and help participants start piecing together various parts of the story of all things. **

INTRODUCTION:
Game—Grandma’s Watching (You can choose to split into teams, depending on the size of your group for this
activity.)
1.

Decide on one person in your group to be “Grandma”. Have them stand at the opposite end of the room
facing the wall. The rest of your group should be at the other end of the room facing “Grandma”.

2. The goal of this activity is to reach “Grandma”. The game starts when “Grandma” yells, “Grandma’s
Watching!”
3. Students will try to make it from one side of the room to the other and reach “Grandma”. However, when
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“Grandma” turns around, everyone has to freeze in place.
4. Students that are moving when “Grandma” turns around have to go back to the beginning and start all
over again.
5. The first student (or team) that reaches Grandma wins. You can play this game a few rounds, switching
whoever plays “Grandma”.

LESSON
ASK: What do you think about God always being present? Is it comforting, scary, hopeful, etc? Why?
SAY: Our icon for this biblical theme is a temple/God’s presence. As you read these next stories, draw an
image of a temple to remind you of how God Himself is present with His people.

ASK: Think of some stories in the Bible where God’s presence is evident. (Examples of stories include
Moses and the Burning Bush, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and the fiery furnace, the birth of Jesus,
etc.). What usually happens when God shows up in these narratives?
SAY: God’s presence is everywhere throughout Scripture. Over and over again, God chooses to be close
with His people, Israel. One of the ways that Yahweh dwells with His people is through the tabernacle.
As a group, have students read aloud these three passages and discuss them together.
LEADER NOTE: Yahweh’s presence is often depicted as a scary thing to witness throughout the Old
Testament. People who were in His presence were filled with fear because they were sinful people in the
presence of a righteous and holy God. God would not allow His people to look directly at him as a sign of
mercy, lest they see him and perish. See Exodus 33:12-23.
Read Exodus 40:34-38.
ASK:
1.

Whenever the cloud was over the tent of meeting, the people could not enter it. Why do you think that
is? God’s presence is so big, and his glory is too much for people to experience.

2. The cloud covered the tabernacle through the day and the fire through the night, which was the glory of
Yahweh. What does this say about God’s character towards the Israelites? God cares about the people
and goes with them wherever they go, God is always there for His people, etc.
Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17.
ASK:
1.

What did David want to do for God? To build a temple for Him.

2. What was God’s response? What does Yahweh promise to David and his family? His response was that
He has always been with His people and promises to establish His kingdom through David’s line. He
also foretells of Solomon to rule Israel and that Solomon would build Him a temple.
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3. How does this passage relate to the other reading in Exodus? Do you think this passage reflects the
same characteristics of God? How?
Read John 1:1-16.
ASK:
1.

Who is the Word? What can we know about this “Word” from these passages? Jesus. Jesus is God and
became flesh so that people who would believe would be called God’s children.

2. Look at verse 14, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” See if other students have different translations
of this verse. What does it mean that “the Word dwelt among us”? How does this verse connect with
the other passages we read before? Some translations read “and took residence among us”. If Christ
is the Word of God, and the Word is God, His dwelling in the flesh is reflecting Yahweh’s dwelling in the
tabernacle, and His presence is with the people of Israel! Jesus’ glory is parallel to the Father’s glory,
full of grace and truth.
3. How do we experience Christ’s presence today? Through His Word, in baptism, whenever we gather in
His name, through the Lord’s Supper, through His Spirit, etc.
LEADER NOTE: This would be a great time to split students into their family groups for the Gathering to
continue building those relationships with their Adult leaders. A goal for this Pre-Gathering Bible study is for
students to facilitate these conversations in their family groups. If you have not already identified a student
leader for the group, take time prior to this Bible Study to encourage and equip them as a leader for their
peers.
Have each group read all the verses and make a list of where they see God’s temple/presence and how it’s
being shown in each of the verses. See which group can come up with the most!
1.

Isaiah 6:1-7 Isaiah is in the presence of Yahweh and is forgiven. God uses Isaiah to prophesy the coming
of Christ.

2. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Our bodies are a temple where the Holy Spirit lives. God is with us through the
Holy Spirit.
3. Matthew 26:26-29 Christ’s presence is in, with, and under ordinary things like bread and wine and
promises to us the forgiveness that we will experience with Him in His kingdom.
4. Psalm 5:7-12 Yahweh’s presence covers us, makes our paths straight, allows us to be full of joy, and
protects us.
5. Colossians 1:19-20 Jesus was fully God and fully man, and His dwelling was so that He might reconcile
all things to Himself through His cross and resurrection.

APPLICATION:
We experience God’s presence every day! From the creation that He created (including you!), to the Lord’s
Supper where we partake of the bread and wine, body and blood, God’s presence is all around us as He
continues to work in the world. And what’s even cooler is that we get the opportunity to celebrate God’s
presence with thousands of other people from all over the world together at the Gathering! Jesus promises us
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am among them.” (Matthew 18:20).
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In your group ask these questions:
•
•
•
•

Where do you most experience God’s presence in your life?
When is it hard to see that God’s presence is with you?
After reading through these passages, what’s something about God that helps you to see His presence more
clearly in your life?
What are some ways that we, as a group, can encourage each other in Christ’s love for us as he continues
to work in this world? (Think of simple, applicable ways that you can practice this as you lead up to the
Gathering, during the Gathering, and after. It could be something as simple as a text message to someone,
listening to someone, forgiving each other, etc.)

CALL TO ACTION:
Between now and the next Pre-Gathering Bible Study, read Genesis 32 at least twice and think about these
questions. If possible, find a time to read this passage with someone else in your church:
•
•

What does this story reveal about God’s character?
Where in this story do you see the biblical theme of God’s dwelling?

LEADER NOTE: The reason that we chose Genesis 32 for your students to read for the Call to Action is to set up
the next Biblical theme of light for the next Pre-Gathering Bible Study.
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in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #4

GOD DWELLS WITH HIS PEOPLE IN
THE STORY OF ALL THINGS

Goals:
1.

This study will show participants how God uses the temple and His dwelling to display His presence
as He reveals His character repeatedly in the Bible. (We call repeating big ideas like these, “Biblical
Themes.”)

2. Through reading and re-reading the Scriptures, this study will help participants see God’s desire to be
present with His creation and how He continues to dwell with His people in all things.

Lesson
What do you think about God being always present? Is it comforting, scary, hopeful, etc.? Why?
Our icon for this biblical theme is a temple/God’s presence. As you read these next stories, draw an image of a
temple to remind you of how God Himself is present with His people.

Read Exodus 40:34-38.
1.

Whenever the cloud was over the tent of meeting, the people could not enter it. Why do you think that is?

2. The cloud covered the tabernacle through the day and the fire through the night, which was the glory of
Yahweh. What does this say about God’s character towards the Israelites?
Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17.
1.

What did David want to do for God?

2. What was God’s response? What does Yahweh promise to David and his family?
3. How does this passage relate to the reading from Exodus? Do you think this passage reflects the same
characteristics of God? How?
Read John 1:1-16.
1.

Who is the Word? What can we know about this “Word” from these passages?

2. What does it mean that “the Word dwelt among us” (v. 14)?
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3. How does this verse connect with the other passages we read?
4. How do we experience Christ’s presence today?
Let’s take what we just learned about put it into practice!
In your group, read the verses below and make a list of where you see God’s temple/presence and how it is
being shown:
•
•
•
•
•

Isaiah 6:1-7
1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Matthew 26:26-29
Psalm 5:7-12
Colossians 1:19-20

Call to Action
1.

Between now and the next Pre-Gathering Bible Study you do, read Genesis 32 at least twice. While
you’re reading, think about the questions you used during the study:
a. Where in the story do you see the Biblical theme of God’s dwelling?
b. What does this story reveal about God’s character?
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in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #5

GOD ENLIGHTENS THE DARKNESS AND REVEALS
HIS WISDOM IN THE STORY OF ALL THINGS

Materials:
•
•
•
•

Bibles (participants will be asked to write in their Bibles)
Pens/Pencils
Light source, blank wall, and various objects (see game below)
Poster board paper or other larger writing surface for small groups to write and draw (see discussion
about Isaiah 42 below.)
1 Participant Guide per student

•

Goals:
•

This study will show participants how God brings light in the darkness and reveals His wisdom repeatedly
in the Bible. (We call repeating big ideas like these, “Biblical Themes.”)
Through reading and re-reading the Scriptures, this study will help participants see how light is used
to reveal who God is and how He interacts with humanity. Ultimately, Jesus is the light, the revelation
of God that brings all of God’s promises to fulfillment. Christ continues to shine His light through His
church.

•

LEADER NOTE: In the story of all things, God uses the theme of revealing His wisdom to the world,
oftentimes using the image of bringing light in the darkness.
** Before introducing this next study, take some time to recap what you and your group have learned from
reading and re-reading the stories from the first Pre-Gathering Bible study. The hope is that all of these Bible
studies connect together and help participants start piecing together various parts of the story of all things.**

INTRODUCTION:
Game— Guess the Silhouette
1.

Set up the room where the leader is positioned behind the youth. You will need a strong light source and
the ability to project on a blank wall. Gather everyday objects but make sure the youth do not see what
the items are. Examples: lamp, frying pan, bike helmet, plant, flip flop, sunglasses, colander, scissors,
flower vase, coffee mug, etc. Include a number of items that are genuinely difficult because of the
basic shape or if it looks like something else such as a wall clock that is just a circle so that it could be a
plate or a wall clock that is in the shape of another object such as a cat. These objects are intentionally
difficult to guess solely based on the silhouette.
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2. Divide into 2 groups facing the blank wall. Turn off the lights so that the single light source is bright in
the room.
3. Hold the everyday objects in front of the light so that its silhouette shines on the blank wall. Set a timer
for 1 minute and have group #1 try to guess as many objects as possible. They may pass if the whole
group decides. After 1 minute, have group #2 go with different objects. The group that guesses the
most objects correctly wins!
LEADER NOTE: Which objects were the easiest to figure out? Which objects were the toughest? Why?
Hold up the objects they identify as difficult or the ones that you noticed they struggled to guess.
ASK: Can you think of times when you thought an object was something else in the dark but then turned
on the light to see the reality?
If you have a story, either funny or scary, share with the group to give them an idea. An example might be
seeing a coat rack with a hat on top and thinking it was a person in the house.

LESSON
SAY: Together, let’s look at how light is used in Scripture. From the very first page of the Bible, we see
God speak light into the darkness and in this image we see God’s presence in His creation.
ASK: Before you begin reading, ask youth to summarize the story of Genesis 32 and what they learned as
they read it (this was the call to action from the previous Pre-Gathering Bible study). Encourage a variety
of youth to share so that there is a more robust understanding of the story and its demonstration of God
dwelling with His people.
SAY: Did you notice that Jacob and God wrestle “until daybreak” and that at that time, Yahweh blesses
Jacob by changing his name and giving him a new identity? This image of Jacob walking away in the light
of day is a sign of hope that he is made new, that Yahweh has revealed Himself to Jacob and Jacob is
changed.
SAY: Our icon for this biblical theme is a lightbulb. As you read these next stories, draw an image of a
lightbulb to remind you of how God reveals Himself to His people.

LEADER NOTE: For each of the Pre-Gathering Bible studies, there has been a new icon representing that
biblical theme. It is our goal for students to use the different icons throughout their Bible to see these
themes in the Story of All Things. By the end of the Gathering, they will have a total of seven icons to help
them see the Story of All Things. Hopefully this becomes a fruitful practice that they can utilize throughout
their life.
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Ask for 3 volunteers to read each of the following passages to the group. Before each story is read, ask youth
to listen for how light appears in the story and what it reveals to us.
Read Exodus 34:29-35.
1.

Who was present on Mt. Sinai? Yahweh and Moses

2. How was it apparent to Israel that Moses met with Yahweh? Face radiating
3. How does that connect to the theme of light? Yahweh revealed Himself to Moses like a light shining.
Read Matthew 2:1-12.
1.

How did the magi know where to go? Star shone

2. What did the light of the star reveal about the baby? Notice all of the labels given to Jesus in the
passage—king, Christ, shepherd, ruler
Read John 9:1-7, 25.
1.

What does Jesus do for the blind man? Heals him.

2. What does Jesus call himself? Light of the world
SAY: Light is used to reveal who God is to humanity and bring His wisdom to the world. Now let’s look at a
passage in the Old Testament that uses this image of light and see what it shares with us about who God
is and the relationship He has with humanity. We’ll be looking at a passage in Isaiah. So far in our Bible
Studies, we’ve read the story of the flood, the story of the Exodus and the story of the temple. Isaiah
comes after all of those stories when Israel has not been reflecting the Light of God to the world. They
have turned away and forgotten about how God cleanses them, brings new life, dwells with them and
frees them. It turns out, these people need someone greater than Noah or Moses or David, and Yahweh
reveals who that someone is and what he will do.
LEADER NOTE: This would be a great time to split students into their family groups for the Gathering
to continue building those relationships with their Adult Leaders. A goal to have for this last PreGathering Bible study is to have students facilitate these conversations in their family groups. If you have
not already identified a student leader for the group, take time prior to this Bible Study to encourage and
equip them as a leader for their peers.
•
•
•
•

Have one person in the group read Isaiah 42:1-17 while the rest of the youth either draw what Isaiah
describes or writes down the key words for what Yahweh will do for and through His people.
After the group reads Isaiah 42, discuss what Yahweh will do. According to the passage, how will it look
for God to “bring light to the darkness”? Jesus is the fulfillment of this promise.
Give each group a large poster board size paper. Have each group draw the promises described in Isaiah.
Encourage them to include the image of light shining in darkness in some way.
After 15-20 minutes, bring the groups together and ask them to share how Jesus is the light shining in the
darkness.
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APPLICATION:
All of these stories show that like light shining in the darkness, God reveals His wisdom and His will to deliver
humanity out of darkness. Just like our game at the beginning, it is easiest to tell what something is when it is
brought into the light. Jesus is the light the breaks forth in the darkness. He is exactly the gift that Isaiah 42
promised. And He’s not done shining!
Read Colossians 1:9-14 to the group.
SAY: See, you have been filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding as
He delivered you out of darkness into light.
Read Colossians 2:1-3.
SAY: Christ is the Light and “in Christ are hidden all treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
Read Colossians 4:2-6.
SAY: This Light that is revealed to you now shines through you to others as Christ reveals Himself to the
world.

CALL TO ACTION:
Between now and leaving for the Gathering, read the opening chapters of the Bible (Genesis 1-3) and the book
of Colossians (chapters 1-4). While you’re reading, think about these questions:
•
•
•

What does this story reveal about God’s character?
What does this story reveal about humanity?
In your Bible, mark up this story with the Biblical Themes icons we have studied in these Pre-Gathering
Bible studies

▪

•

You or your youth may have found these activities to be fruitful and want more, if so, it may be
good to encourage them to reread stories from previous Bible studies.
What connections do you see between Genesis 1-3 and Colossians?

LEADER NOTE: We will also ask you to read Colossians 1-4 in the “On the road to the Gathering” Bible
Study.
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in all things

PRE-GATHERING BIBLE STUDY #5

GOD ENLIGHTENS THE DARKNESS AND REVEALS
HIS WISDOM IN THE STORY OF ALL THINGS

Goals:
1.

This study will show participants how God brings light in the darkness and reveals His wisdom
repeatedly in the Bible. (We call repeating big ideas like these “Biblical Themes.”)

2. Through reading and re-reading the Scriptures, this study will help participants see how light is used
to reveal who God is and how He interacts with humanity. Ultimately, Jesus is the light, the revelation
of God that brings all of God’s promises to fulfillment. Christ continues to shine His light through His
church.

Lesson
Together, let’s look at how light is used in Scripture. Our icon for this biblical theme is a lightbulb. As you read
these next stories, draw an image of a lightbulb to remind you of how God reveals Himself to His people.

Read Exodus 34:29-35.
1.

Who was present on Mr. Sinai?

2. How was it apparent to Israel that Moses met with Yahweh?
3. How does that connect to the theme of light?
Read Matthew 2:1-12.
1.

How did the magi know where to go?

2. What did the light of the star reveal about the baby? What labels are given to Jesus in the passage?
Read John 9:1-7, 25.
1.

What does Jesus do for the blind man?

2. What does Jesus call himself?
3. What does this reveal about Jesus?
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Let’s take what we just learned about and put it into practice!
Read Isaiah 42:1-17.
Use the box below to either draw what Isaiah describes, or write down the key words for what Yahweh will do
for and through His people. Then answer the question below:

1.

According to the passage, how will it look for God to “bring light to the darkness”?

2. Draw the promises described in Isaiah on the poster paper.

Call to Action
Between now and leaving for the Gathering, read the opening chapters of the Bible (Genesis 1-3) and the book
of Colossians (chapters 1-4). While you’re reading, think about these questions:
1.

What does this story reveal about God’s character?

2. What does this story revel about humanity?
3. In your Bible, mark up this story with the Biblical Themes icons we have studied in these Pre-Gathering
Bible studies

4. What connections do you see between Genesis 1-3 and Colossians?
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