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1.

The One who is and remains Creator of all things has turned
human reason, wisdom and religion (Judaism, Greek philosophy,
and cultural heresies of every age) upside down by entering into
His creation and becoming a creature.
“Ah, Lord, though You created all,
How weak you are, so poor and small,
That you should choose to lay your head
Where lowly cattle lately fed!” (LSB 358:9)
•

There is a crucial, inseparable link between the mind-blowing doctrine of creation and the
equally mind-blowing reality of the incarnation. The One who shows us what it means to be
truly God (“He is the image of the invisible God…for by him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth…--all things were created through him and for him,” Col. 1:15-17) also shows us
what it means to be truly human (“For in him the whole fullness of the deity dwells bodily,”
Col. 2:9).

•

The One who is supremely Spiritual (one with the Father and the Spirit, “in whom are hidden
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,” Col. 2:3), is also supremely down-to-earth. This
eliminates the need for “new and improved” (= recycled) forms of “spirituality” that try in
vain to “close the gap” between human beings and God through “an appearance of wisdom”
and “self-made religion” (Col. 2:23). Religions and philosophies invented by human beings
always start from below in “seeking the things that are above” (cf. Col. 3:1). From before the
beginning of time, Christ made his home above, and “came down from heaven” for us and for
our salvation.

•

Since the Creator God who became a creature in Christ for the sake of his creation “has
made me and all creatures,” the truths stated above have staggering implications for me and
all creatures…i.e., for all of us and for all of each of us. They are the foundational truths of
the Story of Everything.

One who has reconciled all things to himself (Col. 1:20) in
2. The
this fallen, sinful world has accomplished this impossible task

by doing the unthinkable: He who had no sin became sin for us
on the cross; the Holy One became unholy for us and for his
creation. Then he rose victoriously from the dead to prove that he
was who he said he was and that he could (and did) what He said
He would do. Christ’s resurrection fully vindicates His salvific
work and words. “And you, who were once alienated and hostile
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in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of
flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless
and above reproach before him” (Col. 1:21-22).
“The Son obeyed His Father’s will,
Was born of virgin mother;
And God’s good pleasure to fulfill,
He came to be my brother.
His royal pow’r disguised He bore;
A servant’s form, like mine, He wore
To lead the devil captive.”
“Though he will shed my precious blood,
Me of my life bereaving,
All this I suffer for your good;
Be steadfast and believing.
Life will from death the victory win;
My innocence shall bear your sin,
And you are blest forever.” (LSB 556, 6, 8)
•

We all have many things that we want, as well as many real and perceived needs. But our
greatest need is peace and reconciliation with God: the forgiveness of our sin. In Christ, the
sin-bearer, all of us (and each of us) have what we need the most. By his sacrificial death and
glorious resurrection, “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sin” (Col.
1:13-14).

•

This is not just my story or your story or our story, it is the Story of Everything. By his
bloody death on the cross, by bearing the wrath of God for the sin of the world, and by rising
victoriously from the grave, Christ rescued his entire creation and reconciled all things to
himself: “For in him all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross” (Col.
1:19-20; cf. Rom. 8:20-23).

•

It is important to remember that the Gospel, the message of the cross, is and always
will appear as foolishness to those who do not believe (Rom. 1:18-31). As we share our
Gospel-centered story and live it out, we should expect that story (and we ourselves) to be
mocked, ridiculed, and rejected (just as Jesus was). Though it is the highest wisdom, it is
also a hidden wisdom (Col. 1:9, 26, 28; 2:2-4), imparted only by grace through faith created
through God’s all-powerful Word “where and when it pleases God” (AC V, 2)

•

Christ is “the firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18), and His resurrection is the heart and
foundation of the Christian faith. In the Christian story of everything, everything depends on
the resurrection (see 1 Corinthians 15:17-21).
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3.

The Supreme and Sovereign Lord of all, who needs nothing
and no one to be complete (“Christ is all,” in and of himself,
Col. 3:9), freely and graciously chooses to use us—each of us,
and all of us—to bring to completion His plan of salvation and
reconciliation within the church, in world, and throughout his
creation.
“Now to My Father I depart,
From earth to heaven ascending,
And, heavn’ly wisdom to impart,
The Holy Spirit sending;
In trouble He will comfort you
And teach you always to be true
And into truth shall guide you.”
“What I on earth have done and taught
Guide all your life and teaching;
So shall the kingdom’s work be wrought
And honored in your preaching.
But watch lest foes with base alloy
The heav’nly treasure should destroy;
This final word I leave you.” (LSB 556:9-10)
•

The full measure and extent of Christ’s reconciliation of all things to himself and His reign
over all things is hidden from our eyes, and will be until he returns: things on earth certainly
do not appear to be “reconciled” and “at peace” with God or with each other. In and through
the church, however, the body of Christ, God calls us to live out the reconciliation that Christ
has accomplished. He calls and empowers us to model it and bear witness to it by our love for
each other within the church and our love for others outside of the church.

•

Christ is “the head of the body, the church” (Col. 1:18). We are called to “walk in him, rooted
and built up in him” (Col. 2:6-7), “from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together
through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God” (Col. 2:19). The
Christian life starts with baptism, in which we are buried and raised with Christ (Col. 2:11-12)
and intimately and inseparably connected to all other members of Christ’s one body, the
church (Col. 1:24; 3:14-15).

•

There is no “partial” baptism into Christ and no partial life of discipleship to Christ. Christ
gives all, claims all, demands all of those who would take up the cross and follow him
(Matthew 10:37-39). He also supplies all that we need to live for him (Phil. 4:19).
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4.

•

Christ doesn’t “need” our help, but he graciously chooses to use us for his gracious purposes.
Every single one of us has a crucial role to play in his wise, mysterious plan. (Remember,
God’s plan includes all of us and every part of each of us: it’s the Story of Everything.)

•

Also remember: God chooses to speak to people through people who speak and live out His
Word graciously, faithfully, and wisely. So, watch your deeds and your words—especially
when you’re with “outsiders!” (Col. 4:5-6)

The Lord and Master of all became the servant of all to rescue us
from our sins and to model for us a life of servitude and service
to others.
“Jesus, greatest at the table,
The Almighty Son of Man
Laid aside His outer clothing,
Poured some water in a pan;
As the Twelve lay, hushed in silence,
He the servant’s task began.”
“Jesus took the role of servant
When upon that gruesome span,
For all human sin He suffered
As a vile and loathsome man;
On the cross poured out like water
To fulfill the Father’s plan.”
“Jesus gave to His disciples
A commandment that was new:
Show my love to one another,
Do as I have done for you;
All the world will know you love Me
As you love each other too.” (LSB 446:1,3,5)
•

Jesus was the only perfect human being who ever lived. The Servant of all saved us by living
a sinless life (active obedience) and by suffering and dying in our place (passive obedience).
Even though we can never model Christ’s servant-love perfectly, Paul calls us to walk in his
steps (Col. 3:6). Jesus does the same after washing the disciples’ feet: “I have given you an
example, that you should also do just as I have done to you” (John 13:15).

•

Christ’s kingdom is an upside-down kingdom, where the first are last and the last first, the
rejected are chosen and the chosen rejected, the wise are fools and the fools wise, the
exalted are humbled and the humbled exalted. This is the road Jesus trod; we walk in his
steps (Col. 2:6).
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5.

•

The Christian life begins with death: dying with Christ in baptism, “in which you were also
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead”
(Col. 2:12). The Christian life continues by “putting on” our baptismal robe of righteousness
every day and moment by moment, by the Spirit’s grace and power imparted by the means
of grace (Word, Supper, daily repentance and forgiveness): “Put on then, as God’s chosen
ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, an patience, bearing
with one another and, if one has a complaint against each other, forgiving each other; as the
Lord has forgiven you, so you must also forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony” (Col. 3:12-14).

•

Regardless of our specific vocations or situation in life (whether they are seemingly
important or so humble and insignificant that it’s hard to imagine how God could use them),
every single part of each of us belongs to Christ by virtue of our baptism and is set apart by
God for single-minded, sanctified, sacrificial service to him. (In case you missed it, this is the
Story of Everything.) “And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Col. 3:17). “Whatever you do,
work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ” (Col. 3:23).

The One who made himself nothing (Phil. 2:7)—lower than all,
slave of all, “the greatest sinner who ever lived” (Luther), the
willing target and bearer of the full wrath of God for sins he did
not commit (but we did!)—was raised in all glory as the “firstborn
from the dead” (Col. 1:18), seated in all power at the right hand of
God (Col. 3:1), and will return in all power, glory and majesty on
the last day (Col. 3:4) to judge the living and the dead. On that
great day, he will usher in his never-ending reign as King of kings
and Lord of lords over his restored and perfected creation in the
new heaven and earth.
“Sing with all the saints in glory, sing the resurrection song!
Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story, To the former days belong.
All around the clouds are breaking: Soon the storms of time shall cease;
In God’s likeness we awaken, Knowing everlasting peace.”
“Oh, what glory, far exceeding all that eye has yet perceived!
Holiest hearts for ages pleading, never that full joy conceived.
God has promised, Christ prepares it; there on high our welcome waits.
Every humble spirit shares it, Christ has passed the eternal gates.”
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“Life eternal! Heav’n rejoices: Jesus lives who once was dead.
Shout with joy, O deathless voices! Child of God, lift up your head!
Life eternal! Oh, what wonders crowd on faith; what joy unknown,
When amid earth’s closing thunders, saints shall stand before the throne.” (LSB 671:1-3)
•

What is now hidden will soon be revealed for all to see: “Your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ who is your life appears, you also will appear with him in glory” (i.e., with your
new, glorified body; Col. 3:4).

•

On that day, all will see (to their joy, or to their eternal regret and horror) that the Christian
story really was and is the Story of Everything: Christ “made himself nothing…he humbled
himself by becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. Therefore God highly exalted
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:7-11

•

In the meantime, despite suffering and opposition and disappointment and persecution and
weakness and failure, but also with constant and persistent joy, determination, gratitude,
faith and thanksgiving: “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ” (Col. 1:28). “In him all things hold
together” (Col. 1:17). “Christ is all” (Col. 3:9).

In All Things THEOLOGICAL TALKING POINTS (IN-DEPTH VERSION)

7

