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1. Christ is the Creator of all things and became a creature Himself, 
entering into His own creation.

• By Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth. (All things were created through him 
and for him (Col 1:15-17).)

• In Christ we see what it means to be both truly divine and truly human (Col 2:9).

• Christ is above all things, yet came down from heaven for us and for our salvation.

• The Christ-centered story of creation and salvation includes me and all creatures.

2. Christ reconciles all things to himself through his  
death and resurrection.

• Our greatest need is peace and reconciliation with God: the forgiveness of sin (Col. 1:13-14).  

• There is one true story that accounts for everything and everyone in history: the crucified and 
risen Christ rescues his entire creation and reconciles all things to himself. (Col 1:19-20; cf.  
Rom. 8:20-23)

• This story is hidden wisdom (Col 1:9, 26, 28, 2:2-4), appearing as foolishness to many but 
revealed by God’s grace to those who believe (Col. 1:26-27).

• Christ is “the firstborn from the dead” (Col. 1:18), and His resurrection is the heart and 
foundation of the Christian faith.  In the Christian story of everything, everything depends on 
the resurrection (see 1 Corinthians 15:17-21). 

3. Christ (risen, ascended, complete, sovereign) reigns over all 
authorities inside and outside the church.

• The full measure and extent of Christ’s reconciliation of all things and reign over all things 
remains hidden from our eyes.

• Christ is the “head of the body, the church” (Col. 1:18).  In Baptism we are buried and raised 
with Him (Col. 2:11-12), rooted and built up in him (Col 2:6-7), and intimately connected to all 
other members of one body (Col. 3:14-15).

• There is no “partial” Baptism into Christ and no partial life of discipleship to Christ.  When I 
confess that “Jesus is my Lord,” I acknowledge that all that I am and all that I have belongs 
to Him and is devoted and dedicated to His service.

• Christ doesn’t “need” our help but He graciously chooses us to play a crucial role in His one 
story.
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4. Christ transforms the lives of all his people into his image. (The 
Lord and Master of all became the servant of all to show us how he 
would have us live (by the Spirit’s enlivening power) in service to 
him and others)

• Christ’s kingdom is an upside-down kingdom, where the first are the last and the last first. 
(Col 2:6)

• Raised with Christ through baptism, we are enlivened by the Spirit’s power to “put on love, 
which binds everything together in perfect harmony” (Col 3:12-14).

• “Whatever you do, in word or deed”—whatever your calling, vocation, situation—”do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col 3:17).  

• Remember:  God chooses to speak to people through people who speak and live out His 
Word graciously, faithfully, and wisely. (Col. 4:5-6: “Walk in wisdom toward outsiders…Let 
your speech always be gracious.”)

5. Christ promises to return to restore all things and make his reign 
explicit for all to see.

• What is now hidden will soon be revealed for all to see (Col 3:4).

• On that day the Christian story will be revealed to all (to the joy of some and the eternal 
regret of others) as the story of everything (Col 3:4; Phil 2:7-11).

• On that day, the risen and glorified Jesus will usher in his never-ending reign as King over his 
restored and perfected creation.

• Until that day, “Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
that we may present everyone mature in Christ” (Col. 1:28).  


